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governance. In the debacle of last Fri-
day, when the administration failed to 
carry forward on its promise to pass 
the worst healthcare bill in the history 
of the United States, the administra-
tion offered a definition or an expla-
nation: the ACA was exploding. It is 
not exploding. The CBO has indicated 
that the ACA needs improving, but it 
has insured some 20 million-plus people 
and protected children—unlike the ad-
ministration’s bill, Mr. Trump’s bill 
which, in fact, would throw 24 million 
people off of health care and cut $880 
billion. It is about governance. 

That is why it is important to have a 
full investigation of the Russian collu-
sion of all of those who are involved in 
Mr. Trump’s campaign, and in his ad-
ministration, including very close 
members of his senior staff. 

That is why we should have a full in-
vestigation, which would include the 
Judiciary Committee. I demand that 
the classified documents that we have 
requested in a bipartisan letter should 
be given to the Judiciary Committee, 
and we should begin investigations on 
whether there are any questions of 
criminality. 

It is about governance, Mr. Speaker; 
and the House of Representatives must 
know the truth so the American people 
can know the truth. 

f 

STAND STRONG AGAINST 
PREJUDICE 

(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to make it very 
clear that the people’s House stands 
strong against prejudice. 

Since January, we have seen a dis-
turbing rise in bomb threats and vio-
lence targeted at Jewish Community 
Centers all over the country, including 
the Stroum Jewish Community Center 
in Mercer Island, Washington. 

Our Nation is better than this. Today 
I am joining one of the strongest lead-
ers I know on this issue—Representa-
tive KUSTOFF—in introducing the Com-
bating Anti-Semitism Act. This bill is 
a direct response to the bad actors who 
are terrorizing our neighbors and 
friends. 

If you threaten someone because of 
who or how they worship, this bill en-
sures you will be prosecuted for com-
mitting a hate crime. No matter your 
background, your religion, your walk 
of life, you should be safe and free to 
worship without fear in this country. 
With this bill, we are supporting our 
Jewish communities all across the 
country, and I am proud to give it my 
full support. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO 
AMERICANS 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to congratulate the American 
people for what you did over the course 
of a few months since January, when 
you found out that your healthcare 
benefits were threatened by the 
TrumpCare repeal-and-replace at-
tempt. 

Because you went out into the 
streets, because you marched, because 
you attended townhall meetings, and 
you made your feelings known about 
the fact that you wanted to save the 
Affordable Care Act, you were success-
ful. You gave backbone to the mod-
erate Republicans who stood up and 
said no to the Trump replacement. 

For that, I congratulate you, and I 
congratulate the American people. 
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REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1695 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that my 
name be removed as a cosponsor of 
H.R. 1695. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida). Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
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CELEBRATING THE USS ‘‘OMAHA’’ 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Ne-
braska (Mr. BACON) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to commemorate the past and fu-
ture of the United States Navy, the 
strongest and the best Navy in the 
world. 

On this day, March 27, President 
George Washington signed an ‘‘Act to 
Provide a Naval Armament’’ author-
izing the construction of six frigates, 
which includes the USS Constitution, 
the world’s oldest commissioned naval 
vessel afloat. 

The passage of the Naval Act of 1794 
was, in part, a response to threats to 
American merchant ships from the 
Barbary pirates in the Mediterranean. 
223 years later, the men and women of 
the U.S. Navy continue to protecting 
the goods and information we trans-
port via ships and undersea cables to 
our overseas trading partners. 

This includes securing the resources 
and services we import to fuel our in-
dustries. Paraphrasing Admiral Jona-
than Greenert: the mandate of the 
Navy in modern times is to be in the 
right place, at the right time, ready 
and able to respond. 

The 2014 Quadrennial Defense Review 
signed by then-Secretary of Defense 
Chuck Hagel—may I add a Nebraskan— 
states that in order to support this 
mission, we need to ‘‘continue to build 
a future Fleet that is able to deliver 
the required presence and capabilities 
and address the most important 
warfighting scenarios.’’ 

In that light, I look forward to the 
commissioning of the USS Omaha this 
fall, and to congratulating the crew of 
the newest addition to the United 
States naval fleet. 

The USS Omaha, LCS–12, is an Inde-
pendence-class littoral combat ship, 
and the fourth ship to bear the name 
USS Omaha. It is a chain dating back 
to the commissioning of a sloop-of-war 
in 1869. The last USS Omaha was a nu-
clear attack submarine that served in 
the Navy from 1978 to 1995. 

According to the Omaha World-Her-
ald, a great source of intelligence, the 
ship is the sixth in line of Independ-
ence-class littoral combat ships with a 
futuristic trimaran design that sits 
high above the water. 

Deputy Secretary of Defense Robert 
Work once compared it to a Klingon 
Bird-of-Prey ship in the movie ‘‘Star 
Trek.’’ The ship was christened on De-
cember 19, 2015, by Susie Buffett. 

The ship’s Latin motto is derived 
from its namesake, the city of Omaha, 
Nebraska. It translates to ‘‘Coura-
geously in Every Enterprise,’’ which 
denotes her crew’s willingness to brave 
any future endeavor. 

b 1930 
While I am very proud of the future 

crew of the USS Omaha, I am equally 
proud of the members of the Nebraska 
Navy League and their counterparts 
for supporting the Navy’s missions, 
their personnel, and their families. In 
an effort to strengthen the connection 
between the USS Omaha and the citi-
zens it serves, the Nebraska Navy 
League has committed to bringing sev-
eral members of the crew to our com-
munity each year. This endeavor helps 
to enhance the morale of the Active 
Duty personnel and their families, but 
it also helps to inform the American 
public of the importance of a strong 
United States Navy. 

The people in the Second Congres-
sional District are proud to have a fan-
tastic new ship bearing the name of 
Omaha. It honors our community and 
the many men and women from Omaha 
and the surrounding metro area who 
proudly serve in the United States 
Armed Forces. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

WHAT DO WE HAVE TO LOSE: $54 
BILLION IN DOMESTIC SPENDING 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. VEASEY) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include any 
extraneous material on the subject of 
my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 
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